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ALL ABOARD FLORIDA Comments Donald D. Hood

Nov 5, 2014

I'm making the following comments as a citizen of Florida and Indian River County who is IN FAVOR of
the All Aboard Florida (AAF) project. Why? Because | see the potential of how AAF could be of benefit
to the State of Florida, my county (Indian River)and the environment. | wish to point out that there are
MANY in our county who are for this project but don’t have the time to participate actively or the
knowledge of how to participate in hearings and other public meetings about AAF. In a recent survey in
our local newspaper, the Press Journal, a majority of those polled favored the AAF project if there were
a stop in our county. Having driven the 1 95 corridor to Miami recently | can easily say that | will never
do it again unless | have to. | would much rather use rail travel. | feel it is safer and will not pollute as
much as all that chocking vehicle exhaust on the Freeway. However, if you believe the naysayers,
everyone is against the AAF project. That is simply not true. Those with a negative voice have some
financial clout and special interests that the average man in the street doesn’t have. Once it is explained
to a person what is to be gained by the AAF project rational citizens immediately embrace the project.

SO WHO IS AGAINST AAF(and why)? There are five major antagonists to the AAF Project as follows:

1) Boaters: Boaters are the basis for two of the Political Action groups fighting AAF. One is called “Not
All Aboard Florida” and another is called “Stop Big Choo Choo”. These boaters learned about AAF plans
in March or April of 2014 and panicked. They have expensive homes on the water and tie up their boats
there. They see the possibility of railroad bridge closures as adversely affecting them. They are also
worried about potential property value drop on their expensive riverside homes since they wonder
about who would want their (expensive) home if boating, or tying the boat up at the house wasn’t
viable? Avery rich real estate agent is funding these PAC’s to fight AAF. It is simply amazing when you
consider that there is such a large effort by these PACs on the part of a very small (but vocal).minority
The Golden rule perhaps? Those with the gold get to make the rules?

2) “Tea Party” like tax groups: If the threat to AAF these tax groups have created with their negative
publicity wasn’t so damaging, these people would be laughable. They see conspiracy around every
corner. For instance, The Florida East Coast (FEC) Railway recently bought some new diesel locomotives
that were environmentally much cleaner than the forty and fifty year old diesels that FEC have been
using. These tax groups seized on this information as PROOF that the railroad was lying and the issue
was all about increased freight not higher speed passenger travel! It would be funny if it wasn’t so
tragic! Likewise they see the Panama Canal widening project as proof that FEC Industries is going to run
more freight, not passenger trains! These groups put on presentations that horribly distort reality in
their efforts to stop AAF. I'm not sure these groups even know what they really want or why they are
fighting AAF. Their presentations could be destroyed in minutes by a refereed debate with qualified,
knowledgeable people who know about railroads (and AAF and FEC Railway in particular).

3) Real estate: As mentioned above, the real damage being done by real estate people is the funding of
the negative political action groups. The biggest contributor is from Jensen Beach. He has sworn to stop
the railroads! Why? Because he represents RICH land owners on high end value waterfront property.



He also doesn’t want HIS high end business hurt by railroads. It appears that the owners of expensive
river front homes on the wrong side of the drawbridges might be the only home owners affected by any
potential lowering of home values. No new tracks are proposed in residential areas and that might be
the only place where home prices would actually drop (other than the small minority of waterfront
homes on the river). | had a chance meeting with a former employee of the Long Island Railroad of New
York who told me that after high(er) speed rail came in the property values actually INCREASD by 30% as
towns serviced by the high speed rail found it was easier to leave their car at home and commute by
rail! All of this negativity by the real estate agents is HIGHLY debatable and very hurtful to the AAF
project. Incidentally, in Fort Pierce Florida there are some waterfront homes sandwiched between the
FEC railway tracks (which is agr MAJOR rail yard!!) and the Indian River Lagoon. These are also high
priced homes, but because no boating is threated, these people have NOT complained one bit about
potential drop in value of their homes or any potential additional noise from the new trains.

4).Local News Media: The local Newspaper for all of the Treasure Coast counties is the Press Journal
(PJ), currently a Scripps-Howard publication. There are regional versions of the papers printed but most
of the editorial input comes from the PJ headquarter in the Jensen Beach-Jupiter area of Florida. They
are in the business of selling papers, not truth. They have been printing the biggest bunch of negative
baloney imaginable. Publically they call out misinformation which is then privately corrected. The
public doesn’t see these corrections. | witnessed this in local Commission meetings in Vero Beach on
several occasions. The Press Journal newspaper is a negative factor as they are distorting truth for
financial gain (by the sales of their biased newspapers). Very little of what the PJ publishes paints AAF in
a positive light.

5) Politicians: That should go without saying that they are a problem. A newspaperman who is no
longer with the PJ indicated that the negative political stance by local politicians was “shameful
pandering to votes”. | couldn’t say it better! Unfortunately, one of the Indian River County
Commissioners is very negative about railroads, period! His was the deciding vote to NOT allow Amtrak
to stop in Vero Beach because he doesn’t like railroads and he thinks they all run at taxpayer expense.
Of course this is the same man who has real estate interests and connections and was also seen in
another county at an anti-AAF meeting. | always thought County Commissioners should have an open
mind. Not this guy and he is hurting us!

| feel that there are many uninformed citizens who have no idea that the AAF project is in the works, nor
do they understand what the potential benefits are to our county, county, state and citizens. The Press
Journal Newspaper only reaches about 30% of households in Indian River County. (and of course it is
biased negatively to the AAF project). When | talk with citizens in our county about the AAF program
and what it could mean, EVERYONE | have spoken with sees the benefit to us if a future stop is provided
here(and that is very possible if AAF predictions about their current project are accurate). Most citizens
| spoke with had not even heard of AAF until | talked with them about it and some were owners of large
businesses who immediately grasped the value of AAF. I'm attaching a list of eighteen benefits to our
county that AAF could the theoretically provide. We need a stop here! We need AAF for the future!
Please consider my remarks. | hope you find them useful in the decision process! THANK YOU!





















THE ALL ABOARD FLORIDA PROJECT AND VERO BEACH Revised 11/5/2014

Submitted by Donald D. Hood

There has been much published in local media about the negative effects of the All Aboard Florida (AAF) project
might have on the Treasure Coast. Most are alarmist overreaction not based on rational fact. There appears to be
a group in Jensen Beach (real estate based group) that is behind most of this negativity campaign and it is because
a very few are thinking that AAF might have a negative financial impact on them (and their real estate). Positive
response is out there, but not very well organized. The biggest negative claim though is that there isn’t ANY
benefit to the citizens of the Treasure Coast. That isn’t true, there are some tangibles, particularly safety, but
there are potentially MANY benefits IF AAF does eventually build a terminal in Indian River County. My concern is
that the naysayers in this and other Treasure Coast counties will poison the atmosphere for any chance of a
terminal here in Vero Beach. Spokesmen for the AAF project have already said that after the initial evaluation
period is over for the new trains, and ridership is as envisioned, there is high potential for future stops along the
line. However, no stops are planned until AAF meets its immediate published goals. | think the citizens of this
county should try their very best to work on persuading AAF to stop here and to be ready when there is a window
of opportunity for such. In that regard, here are some ways that | (and others) feel that Vero Beach and Indian
River County could benefit from a stop here.

1. Access to Airports. The most obvious benefit of having trains stop would be to ease the travel problems of
those in Vero who want to catch a flight. Everybody in Indian River County who flies has the problem of getting to
and from the airports on occasion. Somehow you have to a friend or relative to take you to a spot where you can
catch a bus (that makes many stops and adds to the length of your trip), or you have to use an expensive limousine
service. Rental car companies want your first born if you didn’t want to return your car to the airport. A train from
Vero to either Orlando or Ft. Lauderdale airports would be a significant benefit to the citizens of our county (other

counties as well).

2. Access to cruise ships. If you were to take a cruise, currently you would have to drive to a port and leave your
car in a high priced parking lot where it is subject to theft or vandalism or once again get assistance from a friend
to drive you to the port. The AAF trains will go right to the ships, or close enough anyway that you could hop a

shuttle or a taxi. And you just know those shuttles and taxis will be there if All aboard Florida is built as planned.

3. Access to sporting events in other cities. In many cases there are special sporting events that locals in our
County would like to witness. Traffic and parking at these events can be a major hassle in Orlando or Miami. What
about in reverse? Historic Dodger town, our local sports arena could benefit by possible increased use of Historic

Dodger Town.

4. Access to cultural events in other cities The possibilities for events are there and they are endless in all of the

cities serviced!

5. Increased accessibility to Vero Beach and Indian River County. We know many who are afraid to fly; others we
know actually enjoy travelling by rail. Some, like me, can’t fly anymore for health reasons. The railroad would
increase the flexibility for travelers both to and from Vero Beach who can’t fly or have other reasons not to fly.

6. Shopping. That one was my wife’s idea. I’'m not sure I like that (sounds expensivel) but I'm including it since
that was the first thing she said about the chance to ride a train from Vero to other Florida Cities for shopping






purposes. | don’t think | personally would have thought of it. And what about the reverse of that idea? Perhaps
there are shopping attractions in our County that would benefit from a train stop with customers arriving by train
from other areas?

7. Bring Commercial Air to the County again. The AAF project might be of assistance to those who are serious in
bringing commercial air travel back to Vero Beach and Indian River County. That could be mutually beneficial to
both sides of the equation, commercial air interests and AAF interests, not to mention Indian River County.

8. Increased tourism. If we sell tourism properly in our county, and if that is what our Chambers of Commerce in
Vero Beach and Indian River County truly want to accomplish, it cannot hurt to have the railroad stop here. We
have some fine hotels and restaurants and of course the beaches. A new hotel is being built in Vero Beach that is
only two blocks from the train tracks. The proximity of Disney assets in Indian River county doesn’t hurt either

9. Attending Business meetings in other cities. Having an AAF stop in Indian River County would make attending
business meetings in the other cities simpler. Staying off 195 which is supposed to be one of the deadliest freeways
in America is always a plus. Driving on | 95 is positively scary in Miami.

10. Resources in existence could be used for a station (The old power plant). This was my wife’s idea. It was near
parking and has lots of parking on its own. The old power plant is an asset of the City of Vero Beach. Itis vacant.
It has ample parking for a station and is situated nearly next to the existing railroad tracks.

11. Increased Safety. Even if AAF never stops in Indian River County, we would still benefit from safety by the
very nature of the upgrades to all of the crossing in this county. A fringe benefit might be if the City of Vero Bach
or the County elects to “go all the way” by putting in the increased safety measures that are above and beyond
what the Federal railroad administration demands. This additional safety measures would eliminate all of the horn
blowing that is a major objection of those opposing AAF and it would also silence the whistles of all the existing
(and future) freight train traffic. Of course, another benefit to his increased safety is that AAF is going to pay for
ALL of the mandatory upgrades. The county would have to pay for the optional safety that would result in
silencing all horns. Also, after a few recent trips on 1-95, | think AAF has a valid point about relaxing in the safety of

rail travel versus doing combat on the freeway!

12. Revitalize downtown Vero Beach Parts of Commerce Avenue in Vero Beach and other nearby locations to the
tracks are not the best face of Vero Beach. | doubt if anyone riding that train and seeing those sights would elect
to come here for a visit even if there was a stop here. However, an AAF train stopping here could be the catalyst
for a rejuvenation or reinvention of downtown Vero Beach.

13. More Jobs. There are never enough jobs these days. Some jobs will be created by AAF in Indian River County
even if they don’t stop here. Even more jobs would be created if they did stop though. A young local college
student by the name of Logan Smith has also suggested that a stop in Vero Beach might very well lead to more
business during the “Snowbird off season” and provide more work for college students who could use a financial
boost. Of course many new year-round jobs would be created in local businesses IF a stop became a reality.

14. National Defense. There are some who would say that this is baloney, but the Federal Aviation
Administration, The Federal Highway Administration( think Freeways) and the Federal railroad Administration are
all part of National defense planning. In WWI, the Florida East Coast Railway was taken over by the Government
for the duration of the war. The same was done before FEC’s time during the Civil War. The US Military has an
interest in the AAF project. This is certainly not the biggest reason we should be interested in AAF running through
our county, but it IS a factor.






15. Slow Local Traffic down! This was mentioned by the All Aboard Florida Vero Beach High Speed Rail
Commission already, but it is one | hadn’t thought of and it’s a good one. Slowing down Vero Beach traffic through
the downtown area is something that has been of interest in Vero Beach for quite a while!

16. Travel to Casino’s. This isn’t “my thing” but others have mentioned it in print that they would like to be able
to take the AAF train to locals near Casino’s.

17. Alternate travel possibilities (Shifting paradigms): Young people are not interested in driving as much
anymore. | have talked with a former Georgia Tech PHD whose specialty is transportation engineering, (He is now
with the Department of Energy’s Argon Labs of Chicago). Much has been made in the media about car sales to
young people. He confirmed to me that, young people are not as interested in owning cars anymore. He said,
“The big automobile companies are having a VERY difficult time trying to market (automobiles) to the younger
generation.” | have talked with other young people in Vero Beach who feel this way as well. They don’t
particularly want to own a car. They too express an interest in using trains versus automobiles. The younger
generations seem to be quite interested in the prospect of high speed rail in Florida and the Treasure Coast. Some
have argued their position to the Indian River County Commission and to the Vero Beach Press Journal newspaper.

18. Commuting to work in another city: Another possibility is that with the advent of more AAF stops, it might be
possible for users of AAF to live in one city and commute to the next. Where I live we a neighbor who is a Doctor
from Miami. He comes up for weekends for instance. Why couldn’t Vero Beach or Indian River County citizens
commute to work in another area? Also, why couldn’t those, like the doctor mentioned, move to Vero and
commute? That would certainly INCREASE property values in our county.

These 18 ideas are of course fairly unique to Vero Beach or the Treasure Coast. | have not addressed State or
National benefits which should also be of concern here if we are to be good citizens and bear all this in mind while
discussing the pro’s and con’s of the AAF project.

What are the chances of having a stop her in Vero Beach (or elsewhere on the treasure Coast)? In my opinion, the
chances of AAF stopping in Vero Beach are very good, if....

A We can try to get the local (Indian River County) politicians (especially one or two of the very negatively biased
Indian River County Commissioners), business leaders and misinformed citizens to quit the uniformed attacks on
something that doesn’t even run yet. Doing this seems unlikely as the politicians are the key and way too many
are chasing the visible votes of the naysayers or their own personal agendas. Also, there is a problem with the
local press which continues to publish columns and letters to the editor covering the same misinformed and
negative old ground. The opposition to AAF is well funded and well organized and their spread of misinformation
and untruth’s has made this a one sided negative show for the residents of the Treasure Coast. Most of the
untruths and outrageous claims seem to be coming from counties further south of Indian River County. The press
for the Treasure coast is not headquartered in Vero Beach. The Vero Beach Press Journal has input, but the
editorial content is controlled by the Treasure Coast Press Journal in the same locations on the Treasure Coast as
the hotbed of AAF opposition. The biggest hurdle for supporters of the AAF in Indian River County is the lack of an
organization of concerned citizens who view AAF favorably. They are here; they are just not organized (or
financed)! On the other hand, we also have an Indian River County Commissioner (and supported by a second
council member) who is voicing his own personal negative views about AAF and all other forms of passenger rail






travel, spending tax payer dollars on Railroad Attorney’s to fight AAF and participating in anti AAF demonstrations
in other counties. That kind of attack is very hard to battle without a support organization.

B. Accept the fact that the present AAF plans do not include a stop here. YET. AAF will be the first to tell anyone
who will listen that the current project as defined is PHASE1. They will also be quick to tell you that whether there
is a PHASE Il or not depends on the success of PHASE I. | have been told that a PHASE 1l could very well happen IF
all AAF plans pan out as conceived. In the meantime the plans are to run what they have already described since
most of the facilities needed OR land required is already in FECI’S hands. IF there is a PHASE [I, there will
eventually be more stations. Where? Why not VERO BEACH? Work needs to start NOW to correct the negativism
and get with developing a workable plan. Perhaps there are local inducements that would sway AAF to build a
station here? If we don’t do something here in indian River County, and a new station is built on the treasure
Coast, the terminal will probably go to Fort Pierce. Why? Of course they have a bigger population base; BUT FECI
has a rail yard there. That gives Fort Pierce an edge even with its high crime and gang problems.

C. Perhaps other counties who have expressed a desire for a stop and also exhibit a positive attitude about the
railway would be interested in working with Vero Beach or Indian River County. There is much to lose by not

trying!

We have the potential for some wonderful things happening if we can convince the folks at AAF to plan a stop in
Indian River County “if and when” their plans are successful wither their Phase I. To look the other way and not do
anything or worse, to alienate AAF would be a terrible waste of a potential major opportunity.
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From: Jerry Buechler, 1719 SW Leafy Rd, Port St. Lucie, FL 34953 305-510-4927

| request All Aboard Florida’s parent company, Florida East Coast Railroad/ Fortress
Investment Group to place an additional station in Ft. Pierce to partially compensate for the
negative impacts created. There are over 600,000 Treasure Coast residents now and fifteen
years from now our population is predicted to be 800,000 to 1 million (depending on how many
people leave South Florida after they retire.) 1am one of those who used to live in Miami-Dade
county but left due to congestion and high taxes. FEC states adding a stop here would exceed
their 3 hour travel time goal. Downtown Ft. Pierce already has a multi-level parking garage right
next to the tracks which is largely unused and would be the most central location for a stop on
the Treasure Coast. Thousands of people attend our award winning Farmers Market on the
water every Saturday and many people would travel from South Florida just to experience a few
days of the beauty of the Treasure Coast. Many from here would also travel to Orlando for
vacations, and students would use it to go to UCF in Orlando

FEC needs to take a trip to Japan. September 3rd | traveled to Japan with my son, Adam,
who is one of 3 UCF students doing a one year exchange in Japan. Before his school started
we traveled 9 days around Japan using trains and buses. On our last day of travel we took the
Bullet Train also called the Nozomi (translation means Hope, Wish, Desire) from Himeji to
Tokyo. The distance was 289 miles with 7 stops and was done in under 3 hours.

The bullet train, which Japan has had for 50 years, topped out at 177 miles per hour. The
stops took no more than a few minutes each. Riders purchase tickets which they feed into gates
that allow them unto the train platform. -When the train arrives several side doors open and
people board just like subways operate. At stops riders feed the ticket into a gate again to exit
the platform which prevents fare cheating. We Hope, Wish, and Demand that All Aboard Florida
let's the Treasure Coast onboard also.

A former Senator from South Dakota, who | know personally, as my parents went to school
with the Senator and his wife is the Lobbyist for Japan Railways Group who is willing to fund and
supervise building a high speed rail in the US just to get their foot in the door of the US market. It
may be too late for this project, but there is the I-4 corridor in Orlando which could use a high
speed rail also. Please contact me if you are interested in pursuing this potential.

Sincerely,
Jerry Buechler
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TO: USDOT Federal Railway Administration
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Proponent:  All Aboard Florida

Subiject: Public Commentary on Draft Environmental Impact Statement & Section 4(f)
Evaluation

AAF's primary goal of providing sustainable intercity rail service as a private commercial
enterprise as described in the DEIS is not justified. It fails to take into account existing,
competing commercial airline service between Orlando and Miami. Airline service is not only
much faster (approximately one hour flight time versus three hour rail time) but also likely to be
cheaper. Regular round trip flight prices are available for under $300, whereas AAF will need to
charge over $400 roundtrip to break even, based on its ridership estimates.

AAF estimates 1.5 million riders per year between Orlando and SE Florida. This translates into
4110 passengers per day (365 day year) and 128 passengers per train (32 trains per day). 128
passengers per train will require @ minimum of six passenger cars with attendant operational
costs. The AAF estimate of ridership lacks supporting facts or statistics and appears to be
based on blue sky estimates by AAF.

The Air Quality appears to fail to take into account the increase in miles traveled by the
passenger train which should be an offset against the calculated annual VMT reduction. It also
fails to take into account the annual emissions created by 32 train trips everyday. The diesel
engines wiil emit carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxide, volatile organic compounds and particulate
matter in measurable quantities. These train emission quantities need to be offset against the
vehicle emission quantities and may create increases in emissions. Also, noise impact appears
to be understated, considering an increase of 32 times a day of at least 90db for up to a minute

or more.

The economic impact of State and Local Taxes fails to take into account that real estate
properties adjacent to and near the railroad tracks, will have a reduction in value due to
significantly increased noise, air and vibration pollution. | have read estimates of a 25 to 30
percent reduction in property values associated with AAF, due to fewer buyers wanting to live
near a high speed train passing by every half hour. This loss of value will have to be reflected in
assessed tax values and will significantly reduce the $21 million increased tax income and may
ultimately have a negative tax effect.

Finally, the USDOT must answer to the American taxpayer on its' use and or misuse of public
funds. It is generally recognized that Passenger Rail Service, whether publicly or privately
operated, is a money losing proposition. In light of this general knowledge, any approval by the
USDOT of the AAF passenger rail project, may constitute, a deliberate and knowing misuse of
taxpayer moneys' for which the approving authorities may be held legally accountable by
taxpayer's and or their representatives. Simply put, how does the USDOT expect a money
losing passenger rail service to repay its' loans? When the rail service defaults, then the USDOT
must use taxpayers dollars to pay off the loan default.


















ALL ABOARD FLORIDA TRACKS CHANGE

There is a way that ABF could implement their high speed passenger train
from Miami to Orlando without disrupting the Treasure Coast on to Orlando.
I certainly do not have all of the facts and figures as to cost, but I would think
my plan would cost less than the proposed plan.

My idea would be to take the train as proposed by you from Miami to West
Palm Beach. Then the train could go to the CSX tracks that goes from West
Palm Beach northwest past Lake Okeechobee to Winter Haven and north to
Orlando. These tracks have already been upgraded to Class I so there should
be no extra cost for that. I'm sure AAF would have to pay to use these
tracks, but that cost might be cheaper than the cost of upgrading tracks and
crossings through the populated areas of the Treasure Coast and north. 1
don’t believe the cows will mind it too much to have a train or two whiz
though every hour. However due to safety issues, noise and pollution the
current plans causes is a BIG problem. I certainly would not want to live

close to the tracks.

I feel that you are not being honest about this passenger train business. There
are no profitable rail passenger systems in our country or Europe or Japan
etc. They are all subsidized. You plan is to make your money on the stations
and business around them. That would still be true if you took the train west
out of West Palm Beach. You do not have plans for stopping in the Treasure
Coast so you loose no business there. I believe this is all to get the additional

freight from the Ports of Miami north.

I have a problem in knowing why a business person would want to take the
train. Yes, they could work while on the train but it is not going to get them
to their business meetings. They will need other transportation from the
station to the meeting. No tourist is going to want to load all their luggage
onto a train and then have to get other transportation from the station to
Disney etc. Ijust don’t see where your ridership is going to come from.

Marjorie Owens
517 NW Portofino Lane
Port St Lucie, FL. 34986

772-344-1857
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Comments on the EIS regarding All Aboard Florida
Submitted by David Dale of 4701 S. Indian River Drive, Ft. Pierce, FL 34982

Among many others, a glaring shortcoming of the statement is in regard to the wildlife
that will be adversely affected by the 32 additional passenger trains a day plus an
unknown number of additional freight trains.

The tracks will pass through the North Sebastian Conservation area, the Savannas
Preserve State Park, the Seabranch Preserve State Park, Jonathan Dickinson State Park
and the Hobe Sound National Wildlife Refuge. These areas are home to many protected
and endangered species of mammals, birds and reptiles and any wildlife biologist will tell
you that vibration and noise will certainly interfere with their breeding habits.

All Aboard Florida may even be breaking Federal laws that protect those animals but that
possibility was totally ignored.

The construction of a second set of tracks will be equally disruptive due to the heavy
equipment needed and the large number of workers involved.

The EIS glossed over these considerations and in a ridiculous understatement said
“effects to various environmental resources are unavoidable due to the proposed

location”.

The answer is simple: Choose another, more logical, location that does not run through
wildlife refuges.

Another factor I take issue with is that AAF says they will pledge the tracks as collateral
for a federal loan of taxpayer funds of the astounding amount of $1.6 billion.

Except to a railroad the tracks are valueless. The Federal Railroad Administration must
insist that the rolling stock and the real estate where the new stations are to be built be the
collateral. At least then ,when AAF defaults, which is likely, we taxpayers have a chance
of getting some of our money back.

On a personal note I have been taken to the emergency room and then hospitalized three
times in the last five years. On November 5%, 2014 I spent 17 minutes, from 9:30 until
9:47AM stuck at the train crossing at Orange Avenue in downtown Ft. Pierce. Doctors
say the first 15 minutes of an emergency are critical to the recovery of the patient.

With a minimum of 32 more trains a day my chances of not making it to the hospital in
time are severely limited. That is frightening and another point that AAF downplays as
having no significance. The implication that my life doesn’t matter is insulting.
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An Architect’'s Thoughts on High Speed Rail — Part 1

When an architect designs a building, he/she meets with the client to
determine their requirements. By law, an architect must design the safest
most efficient project which does no damage to neighboring properties.
Goals and Expectations are established and agreed upon by the client. The
architect designs the project to meet or exceed the client’s established
Goals and Expectations.

Now, let’s apply this approach to High Speed Rail (HSR) from Orlando to
Miami.
Who is the client for HSR? The client should be the citizens of the United
States.

What are the Goals and Expectations for HSR?

Goal 1. Fast as possible. HSR in Europe, Japan and China runs at 220
miles per hour. There is no reason that HSR should not run at 220 miles
per hour in the United States.

Goal 2. Safe as possible. HSR should be designed with 100% grade
separation at all crossings. This eliminates dangerous train conflict with
cars and people. It also eliminates delays at crossings.

Goal 3.0rlando to Miami HSR should be part of a National HSR Running
from Boston to Miami. A Boston to Miami HSR would have Major Stops in
Boston, New York City, Washington, Charlotte, Atlanta, Orlando, and
Miami. The alignment would follow 1-95 to 1-85 to I-75 to the Florida
Turnpike.

Goal 4. HSR should enhance a Multi-Modal Approach by having the Major
HSR Stops at Major Airports. This provides fast easy connections with

Airlines and Local Rapid Transit.

Goal 5. HSR should do no damage to the environment through which it
passes including damage to the Economy and Quality of Life.

These are reasonable and appropriate Goals and Expectations for HSR.
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1. The EIS should be submitted to the Federal Environmental Protection Agency for review and analysis. Indian River
County has environmentally protected gopher tortoises and scrub jays whose environment is in the vicinity of the
railroad tracks in certain areas. These need to be protected. Also, there was a significant Archaeological dig, the Vero

Man, which must be sequestered from any type of activity which would violate this site.

2. Public Safety Concern: The statistics for crossing fatalities in Florida for the period 2000 to 2010: the state had
2867 miles of track and 173 fatalities. Florida East Coast (FEC), parent company of AAF, had 351 miles of track (12%)

and 50 fatalities (29%).

Comparison of FEC to ACELA: FEC track has 95% grade crossing; ACELA has 98% bridge crossings. Adding 32 trains
with 353 crossings in 195 miles in urban areas triples the opportunity for crossing accidents.

Comparison with ACELA’S lack of crossings: ACELA has experienced only ONE crossing accident with 3 fatalities and
only 3 total crossing accidents in their entire history. in the past 15 years, ACELA has had 3 crossing deaths vs. 71
deaths on the FEC. FEC has 24 times a greater fatality rate than ACELA before adding 32 trains.

3. APPLICATION OF ABOVE PUBLIC SAFETY CONCERNS TO MY OWN SITUATION: MY HUSBAND AND | LIVE ON AN
ISLAND IN THE INDIAN RIVER LAGOON BETWEEN THE BARRIER ISLAND ON THE EAST AND US1 TO THE WEST. TO
EXIT THIS AREA WE USE RT.510, THE ONLY ROAD WHICH CONNECTS OUR ISLAND AND THE BARRIER ISLAND TO
THE MAINLAND. DURING THE PEAK POPULATION TIMES THROUGHOUT THE WINTER MONTHS, TRAFFIC CAN
BECOME CONGESTED. HOWEVER, AS WE APPROACH US 1, IT IS IMPERATIVE TO KEEP THE INTERSECTION CLEAR OF
CONGESTION IN ORDER TO MOVE THE TRAFFIC OFF THE ISLANDS.THE US1 NORTH AND SOUTH ROADS AND RT.
510 EAST AND WEST ROADS FEED INTO THIS MAJOR INTERSECTION. COUNTY RECORDS ALSO REVEAL THAT THERE
HAVE BEEN MANY ACCIDENTS AT THIS LOCATION AS THERE ARE 2 MAJOR PHARMACIES LOCATED ON 2 DIAGNOAL
CORNERS FEEDING ADDITIONAL TRAFFIC TO THE AREA. THERE IS APPROXIMATELY 500 FEET BETWEEN THE
RAILROAD TRACKS AND THE INSTERSECTION TO ACCOMMODATE TRAFFIC PARKED WHILE THE TRAIN IS CROSSING.
ALSO, THE ONLY FIRE RESCUE/AMBULANCE SERVICE FOR THIS ENTIRE AREA IS LOCATED ON RT. 510 ON THE
BARRIER ISLAND. ANY EMERGENCY NEED TO TRANSPORT A PATIENT TO THE ONLY 2 HOSPITALS LOCATED ON THE
MAINLAND MUST USE THIS ROUTE. THIS IS ALSO THE ONLY EVACUATION ROUTE.

Sheila Clancy

300 Cathedral Oaks Dr.
Vero Beach, Fl. 32963
772 388-1463

Nov. 4, 2014



QUESTIONS ABOUT EIS FOR AAF SEPT 2014

1. No where can I find in the EIS showing the results of : " Buildings where Rayleigh waves would
cause structural damage." As just using the term "vibrations" does not cover everything accredited to
all vibrations in a whole. No where in the EIS does it address the Rayleigh/Love waves. Why?
Explain.

2. What geographical land type was used in the study to determine the impact of the
vibrations/Rayleigh/Love waves from the trains passing by?

3. Where there any distinctions made on the type, age and conditions of the structures in close
proximity to the train tracks? And if so, what?

4. Tn the Summary of the EIS it states( page S-18),” The Project would have no direct or indirect effects
( noise, vibration or change in setting) to the historic resources located adjacent to the N-S Corridor.
" This is NOT AT ALL the case, there is historic properties directly adjacent to the N-S Corridor in
Indian River County alone not to mention the other counties along the Treasure coast that will be

affected.

What if any will be done to mitigate these issues with the areas that will be impacted by the
vibrations/Rayleigh/Love waves from the High-Speed trains and increased freight train traffic?

In Rayleigh surface waves the particle motion has both horizontal and vertical components. No where is this
discussed in the EIS. The problem to find out a low-cost method to install barrier walls against train-
induced ground vibrations has been under investigation. The purpose is to isolate buildings from the
traveling Rayleigh surface waves. This usually happens when the soil consists of soft layers of clay.
Such places are locating very often in coastal places, where the soil originates from the sea bottom
sediments or erosion sludge conveyed by rivers. One promising work method is sheet-piling, in which
case the barrier has to be composed of sheet-pile wall with soft isolation layer at its building side. The
purpose of the wall is to reduce the amount of soil masses to be removed and also to support the isolation
layer, Isolation material could be air cushion or granular material like artificial gravel. The installation
work can be carried out by computer controlled boom system, which allows drive the pile wall in
prescribed inclination angle. The boom is equipped with an integrated gripper-driver unit and may
belong to an excavator with track wheels or it may be mounted on a customized wagon. By changing
cyclically the bucket and sheet piler, the work process can run in piling-digging-layering-filling phases
semi-automatically, where the operator assists changes from one internally automatic task to a next one.

5. In all of the material it shows that the trains will be traveling at a distance of 50 feet from structures,
this is not the case in most cities along the Treasure coast. In Figure 4.2.2-4 the AAF EIS shows
Locomotive Powered Passenger or Freight trains traveling at 50 mph. However, with existing speeds of
the freight trains that travel along the N-S Corridor at 54.2 mph, no where does it show what the impact
of the High-Speed train traveling at 103.34 mph through Indian River County, 93.38 mph in St. Lucie
Co. and 76.96 mph in Martin Co. Why? Explain.
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Federal Railroad Administration November 5,2014
c/o John Winkle, FRA,

1200 New Jersey Ave, Room W 38-311,

Washington DC 20590.

Dear Mr. Winkie:

On behalf of hundreds of citizens of Vero Beach, Florida and thousands of
petitioners of Florida Not All Aboard | want to register strong objections

to the high-speed passenger rail project Al Apoard Florida and the DOT's
loan to same. Simply stated, the project is not viable and will cost taxpayers
well more than $2 Billion.

If this is not the case€, why did DOT refuse a $ 5.6 Billion grant to Xpress
West a similar passenger rail project from California to Las Vegas just last
year? AAF is all about Crony Capitalism with taxpayer funds used to benefit
a large publicly owned hedge fund - The Fortress Group - which has major
real estate and freight handling/shipping interest in south Florida, especially
Miami...........-

i

Beyond this very basic point, the process for public hearing of the draft
Environmental Impact Statement for the Paim Beach to Orlando leg of the
project is deeply flawed. important considerations of safety, emergency
access, costs 1o upgrade hundreds of grade-level crossings as well as
impact on local businesses and property values should NOT be in the
hands of a consulting firm retained and paid by the petitioner, AAF. This is
DOT's basiC job.....cocommnee :

The silence in Washington re AAF on the part of elected officials is
deafening and, indeed, scandalous......... Please see that this letter is made
part of the public record on this hearing process.

Sincerely, e .
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Book with confidence: We
our Best Fare Guarantee,

guarantee that you'll find Frontier'

Frontier Airlines WWw, FLyEron_gjeg_(;mm




QUESTIONS ABOUT EIS FOR AAF SEPT 2014

1. No where can I find in the EIS showing the results of : Buildings where Rayleigh waves would

cause structural damage." As just using the term "vibrations" does not cover everything accredited to

all vibrations in a whole. No where in the EIS does it address the Rayleigh/Love waves. Why?
Explain. :

2. What geographical land type was used in the study to determine the impact of the
vibrations/Rayleigh/Love waves from the trains passing by?

3. Where there any distinctions made on the type, age and conditions of the structures in close
proximity to the train tracks? And if so, what?
i

4. Tr the Summary of the EIS it states( page S-18)," The Project would have no direct or indirect effects
(poise, vibration or change in setting) to the historic resources located adjacent to the N-S Corridor.
" This is NOT AT ALL the case, there is historic properties directly adjacent to the N-S Corridor in

Indian River County alone not to mention the other counties along the Treasure coast that will be
affected.

What if any will be done to mitigate these issues with the areas that will be impacted by the
vibrations/Rayleigh/Love waves from the High-Speed trains and increased freight train traffic?

In Rayleigh surface waves the particle motion has both horizontal and vertical components. No where is this

discussed in the EIS. The problem to find out a low-cost method to install barrier walls against train-
induced ground vibrations has been under investigation. The purpose is to isolate buildings from the
traveling Rayleigh surface waves. This usually happens when the soil consists of soft layers of clay.
Such places are locating very often in coastal places, where the soil originates from the sea bottom

sediments or erosion sludge conveyed by rivers. One promising work method is sheet-piling, in which
case the barrier has to be composed of sheet-pile wall with soft isolation layer at its building side. The
purpose of the wall is to reduce the amount of soil masses to be removed and also to support the isolation

layer. Isolation material could be air cushion or granular material like artificial gravel. The installation

work can be carried out by computer controlled boom system, which allows drive the pile wall in
prescribed inclination angle. The boom is equipped with an integrated gripper-driver unit and may

belong to an excavator with track wheels or it may be mounted on a customized wagon. By changing

cycligally the bucket and sheet piler, the work process can run in piling-digging-layering—ﬁlling phases
semi-automatically, whc‘;ere the operator assists changes from one internally automatic task to a next one.

5. Inall of the material it shows that the trains will be traveling at 2 distance of 50 feet from structures,

this {5 not the case in most cities along the Treasure coast. In Figure 4.2.2-4 the AAF EIS shows

Locomotive Powered Passenger or Freight trains traveling at 50 mph. However, with existing speeds of
the freight trains that travel along the N-S Corridor at 54.2 mph, no where does it show what the impact

of the High-Speed train traveling at 103.34 mph through Indian River County, 93.38 mph in St. Lucie
Co. apd 76.96 mph in Martin Co. Why? Explain.
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